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Message from Bro. Witthaya Thepkom

It is honored and privileged to me to write a few lines for the “ASSUMPTION SARN BOOK”
in the first semester of academic year 2016. As a new member of Assumption College for this
academic year 2016 even though | may not have any chances to study at this auspicious school
during my school life but I am very proud and admired of its long historical background. So, the high
expectation in developing the school is absolutely my big homework to think of seriously. In accordance
with its concern, only myself alone, | will not even push the school moving forward surely. To join hands
with the Brothers and all teachers is our must-to-do priority as the strong teamwork to implement
into all three vital dimensions; firstly toward students, secondly toward teachers and thirdly toward
administrator and collaborators.

“United we stand; Divided we die” said by Bro. Louis Chanel, our respectful Brother, during
his talk in the teachers’ seminar before opening the academic year 2016 is still echoing in my mind.
In order to make our school achievable and to make our dream apparent then the above meaningful
sentence should bring into action.

| wish the school management in this academic year 2016 operating smoothly and consistently
with all the hands of Assumption College members so as to bring our dreams finally seen. May God,
the source of our lives, bless us all.

Love in Christ,
Bro.Witthaya Thepkom
Vice Director/Academic Advisor
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ACB-BELL PROGRAMME
LEARNING BROUGHT TO LIFE

CHANGING LIVES

Since our first school opened
in 1955, Bell International has created
success stories for students from all over
the world, transforming the lives of over a
million people. We are a Cambridge-based
Educational Trust that not only has its own
purpose-designed schools and language
centres, but also works in partnership with
schools and companies around the world
to develop and teach custom-designed
language programmes. In addition, Bell is
considered to be a world leader in teacher
training, employing some of the top names
in the field of English language teaching.

A GROWING FAMILY

Having started as teaching
only Mathayom 1 students, the ACB-Bell
Programme is currently home to about
500 students. Even with the sharp growth
in student numbers, our programme
manages to maintain an atmosphere one
would usually associate with a much
smaller school. The small classroom sizes
of up to maximum of 16 students and the
substantial amount of learning time of at
least 5 periods each week, mean that the
students and teachers soon get to know
each other as individuals. The intimate
feel of our programme is further enhanced
by the family aspect. Meeting younger
brothers and cousins who proudly tell us
that their older siblings were former Bell
students is hugely satisfying and, we
hope, signifies that these former students
enjoyed their time on our programme.

ACB-BELL

The partnership between
Assumption College Bangkok and Bell
International began in 2005 and has
grown and flourished ever since. Bell has
enjoyed a close working relationship with
Assumption schools in Thailand since
1995 and we take great pride in our
association with this most prestigious
centre of learning. Working in partnership
with a Thai school whose history has
demonstrated the success of its methods
has helped us understand Thai culture,
and adapt our teaching and learning
principles so that the cultural exchange
between the UK and Thailand is mutually
beneficial.

PROGRESS AND MATURITY

The real joy in knowing our
students so well is observing their
progress. For every confident user of
English | see accepting their graduation
certificate at the end of M3, | remember
that same student entering the classroom
on their first day and staring nervously
at the tall, unfamiliar teachers in front
of them, hoping they won’t get asked
to speak English. The development we
see, not only in their ability to use English,
but in their self-confidence and maturity
of action is, no doubt, what has fostered
such a feeling of warmth and mutual
respect within the ACB-Bell Programme,
with students happy to approach teachers
with questions or conversations outside of
their allotted daily study sessions.
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OUR CLASSES

Bell classes take place five times a week in our dedicated Bell centre on the
5th floor of the F. Hillaire build. Students on the Bell Programme study in a class of 48
students for the majority of their time at school. However, when entering the Bell centre,
this class is divided into three different, mixed-ability classes of 16 students. This pro-
vides the foundation on which the success of the ACB-Bell Programme has been built.
This class of 16 studies together five times a week for the entire academic year. In such
small groups, students are given the opportunity to show their ability to succeed in a wide
variety of fields, get individual help and feedback from their teacher on their classroom
performance, and develop close friendships with classmates. We encourage students
to work in collaboration with their classmates in pairs or teams, and to recognize that
their fellow students are valuable learning resources. This is largely achieved through
the careful design and preparation of lessons; with a strong emphasis on interactive
activities where all students in the classroom are involved all the time. Students are both
encouraged and required to participate fully in activities to succeed, and the teachers
take personal responsibility in ensuring they produce activities that are not only enjoyable
for the students, but also provide meaningful learning outcomes for the students to aim to
achieve. With a strong focus on communication, students are encouraged to speak and
listen to as much English as possible and activities are designed to ensure that their use
of the world’s common language is both authentic and enjoyable. The way in which this
is achieved includes, amongst a multitude of methods, problem-solving, role-playing,
projects, puzzles, debates and research assignments. Our classrooms all have internet
access, and teachers make use of technology as a tool to both motivate students, and
as a means to ensure that as much time as possible is devoted to authentic language

acquisition during lessons.

INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS OF ASSESSMENT

Our course book and assessment methods are based on the Common
European Frame of Reference (CEFR), an international grading standard used around the
world for describing a learner’s language skills. The CEFR is also used as the basis of all
Cambridge University’s English Assessment Exams and, as part of our course; all
students are required to take either the KET or PET Cambridge English exam. The results
of this test provides parents with an internationally-recognized indication of their child’s
level of English, while the certificates issued by Cambridge University to those students
who succeed in passing provide our students with valuable international certification that
can be used when applying to enter exchange programmes, and both Thai and foreign
educational institutions. Year after year, our students’ results have gone from strength
to strength and we are confident that this trend will continue in the future.

13
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OUR TEACHERS

In order to assess in this
manner, our teachers need to be
highly-qualified and well-trained. At
ACB-Bell, this involves both
weekly internal training sessions and
external training courses. Our staff body
includes a number of teachers qualified
to administer Cambridge University
speaking exams and we are very proud
to have been recognized by Cambridge
University as an official Cambridge
English Exam Preparation Centre, having
been granted certification during the
2015 academic year.

OUR STUDENTS

ADDED VALUE

In addition to our core
programme, the Bell Programme runs
after-school classes from Monday to
Thursday from 4-5pm. These focus on
fun, communicative activities which help
to ensure that our students improve their
ability to communicate in English in a
relaxed and positive environment. On
Saturdays there are both morning and
afternoon classes which follow weekly
themes, helping students to develop
their vocabulary in specific areas, and
to use this vocabulary to communicate
effectively. As part of Assumption
College’s club activity programme, Bell
teachersrunanumberofstudentclubs. These
currently include the Bell Football Club, the
Rounders Club and the English TV Club.

We are very proud of the students and recognize this formally at the
annual Bell graduation ceremony, honouring the efforts our students have put into their
studies over three years of language learning. It is a bittersweet experience; the pride
we feel in reflecting on and recognizing the huge strides they have taken towards their
adult lives, mixed with the inevitable sadness we know comes, with not seeing those
familiar faces in the classrooms of our centre every day. Amongst the highlights of
the ceremony are departing speeches from class representatives, and we would like
to leave you with the words of Garn Tarutiyasiri, the M3/3 representative during the
most recently-completed academic year. His words sum up so many aspects of our
programme and centre aims, and we will continue to strive to create similar emotions
in all those students who pass through our classrooms and lives, year after year, at

the ACB-Bell Programme.
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Extract from Garn Tarutiyasiri’s speech from the Mathayom 3 Graduation Ceremony, February

“| still remember the first time | stepped into a Bell classroom with some of my new friends.
A classroom only big enough for 16 chairs for students, one desk for the teacher, a shelf of books and a wide
whiteboard; the small classroom that we used to do so many different activities together, the small classroom
that will be in our memory forever. Over three years, we planned, wrote and acted portfolios; played mini
games together, shared experiences and studied hard. | have gained so much knowledge. So have my friends
that are sitting here. Formerly, | wouldn’t dare to face foreigners and talk to them but now | can talk with them
skillfully. My house is a Chinese bakery shop near China Town, and it's very popular with tourists.
Many of them get lost and don’t know which direction they should go. They come in the shop, buy
some Chinese pastries and ask me the way. At first, | would get very nervous and flustered, and tell
them the wrong direction. | felt really bad about doing that so | decided to study English very hard.
| studied by watching movies, listening to songs and talking with my family in English; but nothing was
better than studying with Bell. Our Bell course has really given us many things. Last year, | applied
to study on the American Field Service Exchange Programme. To enter the programme, you had to
pass a written test and a speaking test like PET or KET. | could do it easily because of my Bell lessons
and my results were really satisfying. A friend (and Bell classmate) of mine qualified to go to New
Zealand because of Bell. Before | started studying, | thought that Bell would be very boring but | had to
change my mind because the teaching style was very interesting and we were encouraged to give our
opinions fully. The teachers were really kind and gentle. I'd like to take this opportunity to thank them for always
sacrificing themselves and dedicating themselves to teaching us. I'd also like to apologize for things we
have done wrong and might have made you feel bad. Not a day passed when | didn’t want to study Bell. It
was and is my favourite subject. Every day we leamnt something new; interesting new vocabulary from the
projector, competing against other teams by answering questions, and doing portfolio projects together.
Every activity in the room was very interesting and valuable.

I don’t want to leave. Could we stay one more year?”

10
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International STEM Camp in 2016

Tokyo Japan
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Hong Kong International
Robotic Olympiad 2016
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Student Exchange at Scots College,
Wellington, New Zealand

From 1st to 21st May 2016, ten students
of Assumption College Primary Section led by
Miss Wilairat Phermphoonboon and Miss Nuttikarm
Thongboonrit had the opportunity to have a
short study course at Scots College, Welling-
ton, New Zealand. This was done according
to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between Assumption College Primary Section
and Scots College. These students were not only
studying in mainstream class with Scots College
students but also had the opportunity to do various
kinds of activities e.g. excursion, football match,
Thai dance show. It was a wonderful experience !
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